Houston County Commissioners Meeting

March 5, 2013
Perry, Georgia
The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 5, 2013 at the Houston County Courthouse in Perry, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present.  Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Director of Personnel Ken Carter, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Purchasing Agent Mark Baker, Fire/HEMA Chief Jimmy Williams, District Attorney George Hartwig, Walton and Becky Wood, Jimmy Autry of Flint Energies, Jeanne Moyer of Advanced Disposal and County Attorney Tom Hall.  
Commissioner McMichael led the audience in the Invocation.

Mr. Hayden Hinton, Sgt. US Air Force retired, shared his experiences during his years of service.  After voluntarily joining the Air Force in 1972 at the age of 17 with a delayed enlistment, Mr. Hinton spent his time in the Transportation Management Office (TMO) which is responsible for shipping the household goods and arranging travel for military families.  Upon retiring from the service in the mid-1980’s, Mr. Hinton went back to school, spent time in the full-time National Guard, and then entered into civil service and came to Robins Air Force Base in the mid 1990’s.  Mr. Hinton serves as the 78th Civil Engineering Group Community Planner.  Along with other duties, Mr. Hinton is involved in the effort to address encroachment and sustainment challenges facing Robins Air Force Base.  He stated that the local effort to address these issues is a great example of federal and local governments coming together to solve these vital community issues.   
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of February 19, 2013 and February 22, 2013.
Chairman Stalnaker made a blanket statement for the benefit of all applicants for Special Exceptions for home occupations that even if the Board of Commissioners approves an application, neighborhood covenants may still impose certain restrictions upon or against home occupation businesses.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1690 submitted by Bevalon Nelson.  The property is located at 110 Shenandoah Trail, Warner Robins, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 223, 10th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 13, Block “C”, in South Oaks Subdivision, consisting of .70 acres. Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning. Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation Janitorial/Cleaning Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning and Appeals Board recommends unanimous approval of Application #1690.  

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant will be operating a janitorial/cleaning business with her husband and that all work would be done off-site.  
Mr. Walker inquired about the storage and type of supplies that would be used and about the type of vehicle.  Mr. Andrews stated that the supplies would be common household cleaning products and that there would be no special vehicle utilized.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1690.

Ms. Bevalon Nelson, applicant, stated that she had been operating this business from her home located in the city and had recently relocated to the County.  There was no opposition.
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There being no further public comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson to approve Application #1690.  Upon voting, Mr. Walker, Mr. Thomson and Ms. Robinson voted yes.  Mr. McMichael abstained since he lives in the same neighborhood as the applicant.  Motion passed.  
Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1691 submitted by Chauncey Burns.  The property is located at 267 Southfield Court, Bonaire, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 88 of the 11th Land District of Houston County, Lot 10, Block “B” in Southfield Plantation Subdivision, consisting of .54 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation Soap Manufacturing and Online Sales Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning and Appeals Board unanimously recommends approval of Application #1691.

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant will be operating a soap manufacturing business and that all sales would be accomplished via the internet or at craft shows. 
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1691.

Ms. Chauncey Burns, applicant, stated she began making soap as a hobby and that she would like to evolve it into a business.  She stated that there would be no fumes or noise and that she would sell strictly online.  There was no opposition.

Mr. McMichael asked if the applicant was in the military.  Applicant stated that she had retired in 2005 and then worked as a civilian in Iraq and Afghanistan.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1691.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1693 submitted by Mr. Virgil J. Pollard, Jr.  The property is located at 530 Sullivan Road, Warner Robins, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 160 of the 5th Land District, of Houston County, Lot 1-B-2 in Pike Acres Subdivision, consisting of 1.47 acres. Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning. Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation Plumbing Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning and Appeals Board recommends unanimous approval of Application #1693.  

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant would be operating a plumbing business primarily cleaning and unclogging drains.  Applicant is a licensed plumber and he would have one service van with signage on the side with all of his tools and equipment stored inside the vehicle.  

Mr. Thomson inquired about the storage of any materials or pipe outside.  Mr. Andrews replied that there would be none.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1693.

Mr. Virgil Pollard, applicant, was present but did not wish to speak.
There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.
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Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve Application #1693.  

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1694 submitted by Chandler & Jada Sharp.  The property is located at 104 Jennifer Lane, Perry, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 36, 9th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 20, Block “A”, Section II in Kings Crest Subdivision, consisting of 1.03 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-AG zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation Inflatable Party/Event Supply Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning and Appeals Board recommends unanimous approval of Application #1694 with a 5 X 10 foot trailer to be stored in the back yard.
Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant will be operating an inflatable party/event supply business and would be utilizing a 5’ x 10’ trailer to transport the inflatables.  

Mr. Walker inquired about the location of the trailer storage.  Mr. Andrews stated that it would be stored in the back yard.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1694.

Mr. Chandler Sharp, applicant, stated that he had two inflatable bounce houses and one water slide that he sets up on the weekends for his own children to play on and that he would like to also rent them out for other events.  The largest inflatable has a footprint of 18’ x 14’.  There would be no signage and he would basically operate by word of mouth to line up customers.
There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve Application #1694 with a 5 X 10 foot trailer to be stored in the back yard.
Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1695 submitted by Ms. Angela Crawford.  The property is located at 203 Holly Pointe, Warner Robins, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 125 of the 10th Land District of Houston County, Lot 27, Block “C”, Phase 3 of Autumn Woods Subdivision, consisting of .49 acres.  Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation Ice Cream Vending Truck Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning and Appeals Board recommends unanimous approval of Application #1695.

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant would be operating an ice cream vending truck business.  All sales would be conducted from a van with signage on it utilizing pre-packaged products only.  The applicant plans to sell in local neighborhoods, sporting events and at school activities. 

Mr. Walker asked how the inventory was stored.  Mr. Andrews stated that the ice cream van had a special type of freezer that retains temperature for extended periods of time without the necessity of a generator.

Chairman Stalnaker asked if any permits were required from the Environmental Health Department.  Mr. Andrews replied no since all products were pre-packaged.
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Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1695.

Ms. Angela Crawford, applicant, stated that the freezer on the van maintains temperature for up to two days.  She plans on becoming an approved vendor for the school system and stated that 15% of all profits generated at school events would go to the schools.

Chairman Stalnaker asked if there would be music broadcast over a loudspeaker from the van while in operation.  Applicant stated that there would be music but at a reasonable volume.

Mr. Walker asked where the van would be parked when not in use.  Applicant stated that she would park in her driveway at the home which was located in a cul-de-sac.  
There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1695. 
Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1696 submitted by Ms. Renee B. Galloway.  The property is located at 2006 Tucker Road, Perry, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 188 & 189 of the 19th Land District, of Houston County, Lot 1, Section 1, Block “A” of Devonwood Subdivision, consisting of 1.828 acres. Existing use is residential, R-AG zoning. Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation custom Children’s Clothing Manufacturing and Online Sales Business with no change in zoning. The Zoning and Appeals Board recommends unanimous approval of Application #1696.  

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant would be operating a custom children’s clothing manufacturing business.  All sales would be conducted online.  The applicant may have an occasional client come to the house for a fitting.  There would be no signage.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1696.

Ms. Renee B. Galloway, applicant, stated that she started this as a hobby and therapy while recuperating from an illness.  She described the process as smocking and some custom sewing.  She stated that she procured her materials from local stores and by mail order.  There was no opposition.

Mr. Walker asked if this would be a small scale business.  Applicant replied yes.

Chairman Stalnaker asked if this was done all by hand.  Applicant explained that the smocking process was done completely by hand and then the articles were sewn using a standard sewing machine.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1696.  
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Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1697 submitted by Mr. Mitchell Bennett.  The property is located at 108 Suncrest Place, Kathleen, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 201, Lot 21, Block “C”, Section 2, Phase 2, of the 10th Land District, of Houston County, of Lake Pointe Plantation Subdivision, consisting of 1.38 acres. Existing use is residential, R-1 zoning. Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation Real Estate Appraisal Business with no change in zoning.  The Zoning and Appeals Board recommends approval of Application #1697 by a vote of 2 to 1.  

Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant would be operating a real estate appraisal business.  All activity would take place off-site except for some computer work.  Applicant is a certified appraiser and would have no employees, traffic to the home or signage.  
Mr. Walker asked if there was any public opposition at the Zoning & Appeals meeting.  Mr. Andrews stated that four residents of the Lake Pointe Plantation subdivision were present and that their objection was that any home occupation business would violate their homeowner’s association covenants.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1697.

Mr. Mitchell Bennett, applicant, stated he would only be doing the computer work from home and that everything else would be done off-site.
Chairman Stalnaker reiterated that covenants were not enforced by the County but that the applicant should be aware of them.

Mr. Walker asked if there would be any employees or special vehicles utilized.  Applicant stated no.

Mr. Gordon Luna, 214 William D. Evans Court, Kathleen, Georgia, spoke against the application.  Mr. Luna stated that he is a board member of Lake Pointe Plantation homeowners association and that if this application was approved by the Commissioners they would have no choice but to take the matter to court.

Mr. Walker asked Mr. Luna how many in the neighborhood were opposed to the application.  Mr. Luna replied that he was aware of a least five that were opposed.
Chairman Stalnaker asked County Attorney Tom Hall that since the applicant had complied with all requirements of Article IX Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations could the County be held liable if the Board disapproved the application.  Mr. Hall replied yes.

Mr. McMichael stated that he felt the Board had no alternative but to approve the application under those circumstances.
There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1697.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve a Personnel request from the District Attorney to hire Ms. Lisa Hudson for the Legal Secretary/Office Manager position at Grade 13, Step D, at $31,595.20 annually effective March 11, 2013.  
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Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve a Personnel request from the Magistrate Court to hire Ms. Varonika Akey for the vacant Deputy Clerk position at Grade 12, Step C, at $29,224.00 annually effective March 6, 2013.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker to appoint Commissioner Tom McMichael to another term on the Hospital Authority.  Mr. McMichael’s term will expire on February 28, 2017.  Upon voting Mr. Thomson, Mr. Walker and Ms. Robinson voted yes.  Mr. McMichael abstained.  Motion passed.
Chairman Stalnaker thanked Commissioner McMichael for his continued service to the Authority and recognized Commissioner Walker as the recently appointed Chair.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker to appoint Commissioner Robinson to the Hospital Authority.  Ms. Robinson’s term will expire on February 28, 2017. Upon voting, Mr. Thomson, Mr. Walker and Mr. McMichael voted yes.  Ms. Robinson abstained.  Motion passed.
Commissioner Walker commended Commissioner Thomson for his past service as a member and as Chair on the Authority.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign Contract Change Order #2 for the Sewell, Terrell and Elko Road Water System Extension project.  The net decrease of this Change Order is $1,143.15, making the final contract price with Washington County Machine Shop $474,032.47.

Mr. Thomson commended Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar and his crew for their hard work on this project.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign traffic signal permits for Phase III of the SR96 widening project for the following intersections:  SR96 at Old Perry Road; SR 247 at SR96 WB Ramp; SR 96 at Old Hawkinsville Road; SR96 at Thompson Mill Road.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to declare vehicles and miscellaneous equipment surplus to the County’s needs and to set the public auction date for 10:00 a.m. April 4, 2013 to be conducted by the Purchasing Department at the County warehouse facility.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to award a bid for one 2013 ½-ton 4x4 extended cab pickup truck for use in the Roads Department to David Ragan Ford of Perry for $23,323.68.  The bid from David Ragan Ford falls within the County’s 3% local vendor preference.  Funds to come from the 2012 SPLOST.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to award a bid for two 2013 ½-ton 4x2 crew cab pickup trucks for use in the Sheriff Department – Warrant Division to Allan Vigil Ford of Morrow, Georgia for the total amount of $43,964.00.  Funds to come from the 2012 SPLOST.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to award a bid for four 2013 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV’s for use in the Sheriff Department – three in the Patrol Division and one in the Investigations Division – to Hardy Chevrolet of Dallas, Georgia for the total amount of $105,936.00.  Funds to come from the 2012 SPLOST.

Houston County Board of Commissioners Meeting Continued on Page 687
Houston County Board of Commissioners Meeting Continued from Page 686
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to award a bid for one 2013 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV for use in the Sheriff Department – Warrant Division to Hardy Chevrolet of Dallas, Georgia for $26,103.00.  Funds to come from the 2012 SPLOST.

Chairman Stalnaker pointed out that each of the approved bids for vehicles were funded by the 2012 SPLOST.  He also stated that the County has been operating under a 10-12% reduction on SPLOST funded projects and equipment due to the current trend of sales tax proceeds falling short of projections.  After the first four months of SPLOST 2012, collections are $500,000.00 behind projections.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve payment of the bills totaling $2,113,582.61.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.  
There being no public comments the meeting was continued.
Mr. Walker stated that he will be attending the ACCG Pension Fund Board meeting in Atlanta this week and that the return on investment for the plan has been excellent.  He stated that in comparison to other governments, Houston County’s plan is in excellent shape largely due to the fact that the County has continued to make the maximum contribution on an annual basis.

Mr. McMichael stated that he is pleased with both the fiscal responsibility and the leadership shown in County government.

Mr. Thomson commended the Chairman for his stance on conservative SPLOST management and spending.
Mr. Walker expressed his appreciation for those individuals who serve on various Boards and Authorities as representatives of Houston County for little or no compensation.  

Chairman Stalnaker invited the public to attend the 21st Century Partnership’s Sequestration Briefing to be conducted by Mr. Bob McMahon and Dr. Robin Hines.  The event will be held on Wednesday, March 6th from 1 to 2 p.m. at the Houston Lake Stadium Cinema 12.  Chairman Stalnaker remarked that although sales tax revenues may be down the public should not be overcome by fear and shut down the economy completely.

Chairman Stalnaker wished Commissioner Robinson a happy birthday (March 24th) and also Purchasing Agent Mark Baker (March 4th).

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.
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